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However weak, 


cant the following Thoughts may 
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. pear, the Author can ſaf q 
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well intended 
, who take them in tha 
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Titus, Cay, ii. VE watt 


WI Let no Man FR thees 2) 


IHESE Words make one of the mas, 1 
1 ny ſolemn ſalutary, and friendly Ad- 
vices which A the Apoſtle tranſmitted to 


his Pupil Titzs, in an Epiſtle to which his 


Name, in the ſacred Records, is prefixed! 4 4 
hey contain a very ſhort, plain, and at 
| the ſame time a moſt neceſſary Admonition, 


not to Titus only, but to all who are or ſhall 
be Mainiffgrs of the Goſpel of Jeſus, to the 
End of Min e. The Neceſſity of frequent 
Eb by inculcating this Advice ery foſtrong 
to the oO Apoſtle of the Gentiles, that h 
gi alt in the very Words of the 
Text ® tis other beloved Ward Timothy + © 
| £40 no man deſpiſe thy youth, ſays he, 1 e 
and in his firſt Bee Sto the Co- 


1 
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9 Mas Let no man "ther | 
really ſo anxious was tg 
of Chriſtianity that there Ti 


between the Paſtor and his Charge, ch 
on every Occaſion, warns, nay, 
of the Authority with which his Maſter had 
inveſted him, commands them, if they va- 


profiting thereby, by all means to guard 
the Words, Let no man deſpiſe thee, may, 
without any Impropriety, (as ſhalt hereaf- 
ter be ſhewn,) be conſidereq as a double Ca- 
veat or Advice both to Min er | 

The Verb, to deſpiſe, is of Latin Extrac- 
tion, and fignifies to ſlight, to diſdain, to 


fore e deſo 7 him. And 
3 great Propagator 

ald be no mu- 
tual Jealouſies between the Teacher. and the 
People, no Cauſe of deſpiſing one another 


lued the Siageeſs of the Goſpel, and their 
againſt a Thing fo deſtructive to both; for 


eſteem lightly, to. ſcorn, to vilify, to con- 
| "ay to abhor, Cc. but as the ſofter Mean- 


of the Word will beſt ſuit the preſent 


218 moſt Uſe will be made g 
As was juſt now ſaid, the Woll 


Text, L et no man deſpiſe thee. may be taken 


BY as an Advice both to Miniſters and People. 
As an Advice to a Miniltes, their plain 
Meaning is, Give none jll 


= * ? 
< = 


t Occaſion to 
9 look upon you with a ſighting - or con- 
N Logs Circpmlange | 


Ss 


The „ F, Ses 


* wards your ſpiritual Teacher, as may pro- 
voke him to betray a Conduct which may 


lead you to deſpiſe him.“ 
Ving thus —— the Meaning of 


ext, in throwing together a few more 
Thoughts on this Subject, the following Me- 
* will be obſerved: 4 

, I will endeavour to point out ſome 
Ws clo which, if diſcovered in the Con- 


duct of a Miniſter, may have too great an 


Influence with his Hearers and others, in 


cauſing them deſpiſe him in the Senſe f 


the Text. 


2dly, Hint at ſome of the Evils ariſing 
therefrom, 
And, 340), Conchide with a ſhort Exhor- 
m—_ | 
, To "PIE" FRE 3 
* 2dly, To the People. 
I return then to the firſt of theſe, name- 


ly, to point out ſome Particulars, which, if 


obſerved in a Miniſters Conduct, may have 


too great an Influence in cauſing his rr 


and others deſpiſe him. 


And, in the i place, one great ans 
principal Thing which will make a Miniſter 
to be deſpiſed or lightly eſteemed, is his 
raſhly — as vertently entering upon the 1 


A 2 : W 


1 


ple, the Words will eafily admit of this 
dSenſe, Beware of acting ſuch a Part to- 


* 


„ Office of the Holy Mi if 


ſigned for this Office and eee . 


to aſſume that no leſs uſeful than honou- 
' Fable Title, an Ambaſſador of Jeſus Chriſt, 
ſhould previoutly enquire into his natural » 
as well as his acquired Abihties, ange 
vour to ſatisfy himſelf and others that they 
are really adequate to the Undertaking ; for 
if, upon being weighed in the publick Scale, 
they ſhall be ond wanting, he cannot fail 
of bed lightly eſteemed ; nor thould he 
| confine his Enquiry to this Particular alone 
to conſult his own Conſcience anent his ſe- 
cret Views and Motives of becoming a 
Teacher to others, is alſo abſolutely indiſpen- 
ſibly neceſſary.—If he has a real inward 
Call from God himſelf, the wiſe and uner- 
ring Diſpoſer of all Things, + his grand 
and primary Aim will be Hie Maſter 's Glo- 
, and the Good and Welfare of immortal 
Souls ; but, if his Inducements come from 
any other Source, he will not, nay he can- 
not have any higher Views than making a 
lucrative Trade of his Profeſſion, living at 
_ on the Produce of the Fleece, and pay- 
ing little or no Regard to the moſt impor- 
* n of che F. lock. This muſt cer- 
„ tainly 
| None. ogg ught to o e to enter into any Eccles 
babicat es without the Teſtimony of a good Con- 


ſeience before God, who only knows the Hearts. of 
Men, 2d Book of Diſcipline; Chap. ili. 


g & 4 * * td 
* 
4 . 
*. , 
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The frietaly Covent.” 

.. thinly bn him the Contempt of vo 

generous and well diſpoſed Mind. 
2dly, Another chief Thing, and which i in- 


deed is a Conſequence of the former, where- 
by Miniſters make themſelves deſpiſed or 


« lightly eſteemed, is thruſting themſelves in- 


to Settlements, where the Inclinations of all, 

or moſt part of the People are againſt them 
The Abſurdity of this Practice is fo appa- 
rent, that it is aſtoniſhing beyond Expreſ- 
fon, how there are ſo man Promoters of 
it, and even ſome of them, whole ' good 
Wiſhes for the Intereſts of Religion, from 
outward Appearances at leaſt, it would bea 
groſs Breach of Charity to ſuſpect. I would: 
only ſeriouſly ask cheſs Perſons how they 
would reliſh any one forcibly thruſting down 
their Throat a Morſel of Meat, diſagreeable 
or nauſeous to their Taſte or Stomach; 
and that, notwithſtanding of their moſt ear- 
neſt Entreaties and Remonſtrances to the 
contrary? Surely they would conſider it, 
and very juſtly too, as carrying arbitrary 
Power to a 70 ſhocking Pitch, and com- 
mitting an Act of barbarous Violence on 
the natural Syſtem: But how much more 
ſo is the other on the ſpiritual one! 

Our bleſſed Saviour, who infallibly knew 
the Fitneſs and Propriety of Things, expreſ- 
ly ſays, ” that entereth rot by the door 

into 
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into the ſheep-fold, i. e. with a ſincere and 2 


honeſt Intention of advancing the Intereſts 
of that Religion I came to eſtabliſh, (which 
ſurely can never be done, if the Hearts of 
the People are ſet againſt the Teacher, ) 
but climbeth up ſome other way, the ſame is 
a thief and a robber, (1) i. e. a violent In- 
 tromitter with that to which he has na 
Right or Title. —But, to proceed, | 

A third Thing, which may make a Mini- 
ſter lightly eſteemed, is an unwary and pre- 
cipitate Choice of a female Companion. The 
frequent Miſtakes of Mankind in this Par- 
ticular have eſtabliſhed a homely, though 
too true a Proverb, ** A haſy Marriage brings 
* ſudden Vengeance. It is alſo ſaid of Mar- 
riage, that it either makes or mars one. In 
all other things there ſeems to be a cer- 
tain Medium, an indifferent or middle State 
between good and bad: But it would ap- 
pear, Experience has proved it beyond Doubt, 
that, in the matrimonial Union, a Man 
muſt be very happy, or very miſerable. If 
this is the Caſe, how are Miniſters to be 
pitied rather than deſpiſed, who ſtand thus 
connected with Women deſcribed by our 
Apoſtle, Who uſurp authority over the man, 
and are ſeldom or never in fi lence, (2) who 


a 


(1) John 1. (2) 1 Tim. ii. i, 1% 


The friendly Caveat. 7. 
are ſlanderers, (1) wandering about from houſe 
to houſe, and tatlers alſo, and buſy-bodtes, ſpeak- 
ing things which they ought not. (2) A Mate 
of this Caſt will be an unhappy and grie- 
vous Reſtraint upon the man of God, (3) 
diſconcert him in the Exerciſe of every Part 
of his Duty ; ſour his Temper, and, at laſt, 
by forcing him to fall implicitely in with 
her Meaſures, will run the Risk of cauſing 
both be deſpiſed. Prudence is a moſt ne- 
ceſſary Qualification in a ſpiritual Paſtor, 
and one of its diſtinguiſhing Marks is, That 
he rule well his own houſe. (4) For this 
Queſtion very naturally occurs, Ja man knows 
not how to rule his own houſe, how ſhall he 
take care of the church of God? (5) What 
particular Circumſpection then ought every 
Man, but more eſpecially every Miniſter, 
to uſe in making a Choice upon which his 
future Peace and Happineſs ſo much de- 
pend ; to take care that he be not uncqually 
yoked (6). Let him weigh the Matter atten- 
tively, he will here have Occaſion to prac- 
tiſe the Wiſdom of the Serpent, but let it ne- 
ver be without the Innocence of the Dove, (7) 
in endea vouring to fix upon one of the ami- 
able Characters our favourite Apoſtle points 
out: One who will adorn herſelf in modeſt 
PRE 18 ph . - apparel, 

(1) 1Tim. iii. 11. (2) ibid. v. 13. (3) 1 Tim vi. 11. 
and 2 Tim. iii. 17. (4) ibid. iii. 3. (5) 1 Tim. iii. 
3. () 2 Corinth. vi. 14. (7) Matth. x. 16. 
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apparel, with ſhamefacedneſs and ſobriety ; not 
with broidered hair, or gold, or pearls, or colt. 


ly aray ; but (which becometh women pro- 


Allens godline/s ) with good works: one who 


"will learn in filence with. all Jubjection (1); 


or, as they are farther deſcribed in the Chap- 
ter, of which the Text is a Part, having a 


| bebaviour as becometholineſs, not falle accu- 


fers, teachers of good things, d iſcreet, chaſte, 
keepers at home, good, obedient to their own 


husband; and to this Catalogue of good 


Qualities the molt forcible Reaſon for hav- 
ing them is ſubjoined, namely, that the 
avord of God be not blaſphemed (2). Even af- 
ter this truly deſcriptive Character, it per- 
haps will not be thought improper, altho' 
1 . a female Portraiture, as drawn 
at large by another eminent Apoſtle, Nives, 


ſays he, be in ſubjection to your own husbands, 


that if any obey not the word, they alſo may, 
ewithout the word, be won by the conver/a- 
tion of the wives, while they bebold your 


- chaſte converſation coupled with fear. How 


valuable to Society is a Woman of this Sort, 


Who, by her meek and engaging Converſa- 
tion in private, effectuates what her Huſ- 


band's Labours in publick may fall ſhort in 


bringing about! But the inſpired Penman 


n Haſhing his , * thus; 
Mhoje 


21 4 Tim. ii. 9 10, 11. (2) Titus ii. 3,7 4 E 


he + Mal cheat. 9 
Whoſe adorning, let it not be that outward a- 
dorning, of plaiting the hair, and wearin 

of gold, or putting on of apparel : but let it 
be the hidden man of the heart, (i. e. the 1 in- 
ward Virtues and Graces of the Mind ) in 
that which is not corruptible, even the orna- 
ment of a meek and quiet Jpirit, which is in 


the fight of God of great price; for, after. 
this manner in the old time; the hob women 


alſo, who truſted in God, adorned themſelves, 
being in ſubection unto their own Husbands, 
even as Sara obeyed Abraham, callmg him 
lord, whoſe daughters ye are as long as ye 
do well 1). But leſt it ſhould be thought 
I have infiſted too much on this Particu- 

lar, T paſs on to another; and a 
Fourth Thing, whereby a Miniſter may 
give Occaſion for deſpiſing 19 5 and that is, 
by a ſullen, auſtere, or inacceſſible Demea- 
nour. How inconſiſtent, nay, how ridicu- 
lous is it in a Preacher of the Goſpel, to be 
addreſſing his Hearers, while in * Pulpit, 
by the endearing Appellations of my Friends, 
50A, my Brethren! and ſo ſoon as he gets 
out of i it, induſtriouſly ſhunning every Oc- 
caſion of ſocial Intercourſe with them, and 
even diſcovering a ReluQance to afford 
them ſo much as an Opportunity of paying 
him that Reſpect, which common Decency 
requires. 


3 1 Peter iii. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6. 


The 2 a - 


requires. Surely, inſtead of Friends and 
' Brethren, one would be apt to think he con- 
| ſidered them as his implacable Enemies. But, 
the other Extreme may alfo bring a Mini- 
ſter into Diſreſpect, viz. a filly, low, or 
<hildith Behaviour. Such as, 8 an 
unbecoming Anxiety to ſee or hear of every 
puerile Diverſion; being early in the Crowd, 
eager to ſpy every tritling Curioſity, or nar- 
rating Stories that are mean and of no Im- 
portance; or, what the Apoſtle, with a 
culiar Propriety, terms, old w, fables (1 G), 
which can neither afford innocent ab 
ment, or miſter grace to the hearers (2). 
A manly and becoming Deportment is a 
great Ornament to every Perſon, but more 
ſo to a Miniſter; his Carriage therefore 
ought neither to be ſupercilious or forbid- 
ding, on the one hand, or mean and trifling, 
on the other: It was a Rule laid down, 
and ſtrictly followed by the greateſt human 
Philoſopher that ever the World was bleſt 
with, To the weak to become as weak, that 
he might gain the weak; and to be made all 
things to all men, that he might by all means 
> ug (7. e. that is, be the Inſtrument of 
| faving) ſome (3); and really this Rule is 
worthy the Imitation of the moſt accom- 


=... As pliſhed 


| 2 ) 1 Tim. IVs 7. (2) Eph. iv. 29. (3) 1 Cor. 
Aix. 22. | 


* * 


The friendly Caveat. _ "= 
pliſhed Clergyman of theſe ' modern Times. 
But farther, a fifth Thing, which may bring 
a Miniſter to be deſpiſed, or little eſteemed, 

is, his betraying a groundleſs and vinchari- 
table Diffidence or Diſtruſt of his People, 
by imagining they have entered into Com- 
binations to wrong and defraud him, altho' 
probably, would he allow himſelf cooly and 
impartially to think, he might be convinced, 
that, by a Peculiarity in their Situation, 
they are burdened above Meaſure, in pro- 
viding him a competent Living, by which, 

and by their Care to do him all Manner of 
Juſtice, his Maintenance may be better than 
what any of his Predeceſlors enjoyed: Not- 
withſtanding of which, would it not be ve- 
ry unaccountable in him, to be ſtill crying 
out, WAN TI WANT! as if a man's life and 
Ha ppineſs, conſiſted in the abundance of the 
things which he poſſeſſeth (1), although we 
are informed by infallible Authority, that 
they who will be rich, fall into temptation and 


a ſnare, and into many fool; ih and hurtful luſts, 
evhich drown men in defiruction and perdition. 


For the love of money is the root of 42 
which while ſome coveted after, they have 
erred from the faith, and pierced themſebves 
through with many forrows (2). But the 


Diſeſteem we have 351 1 of, will _— 


ne Luke xii. 1 1 1 Tim. vi. 9, 10. 


12 The friendly Caveat. 
receive additional Strength, if a Miniſter 
carry the Matter ſo far, as go to Law with 
his Pariſhioners, eſpecially from trivial Cau- 
ſes ; and the more ſo, if, at any Time, he 
ſhall refuſe to ſubmit the Differences be- 
tween them, though offered by the other 
Party, to the amicable Deciſion of neutral 
Peripns, Tell it not in Gath, publi/h it not in 
the fireets Aſtelon, left the daughters of the 
Philiſtines rejoice, and theſe of the uncircum- 
eiſed triumph (1), that any ane who bears 
the Character of a Mzmter of the Go/pel (the 
native Tendency of which is to reconcile the 
ferocious Wolf and gentle Lamb (2) ſhould 
ever reject an Opportunity of having any 
Differences, that may happen between him 
and his People, removed in a private and 
friendly Manner, Now therefore (ſays the 
Apoſtle of the Gentiles), there it witerly a 
fault among you, becauſe ye go to law ane with 
another: Ny do ye not rather take wrong * 
Why do ye not ſuffer yourſelves to be de- 
Frauded (3) ? But, inſtead of exerciſing this 
Act of Condeſcenſion and Self-denial, what 
a Reproach is it'to the Miniſterial Character, 
that there ſhould be the ſmalleſt Shadow of 
Reaſon for the following Accuſation by a 
People, who ſcarcely deſerve the Name of 


(t) 2 Sam. i. 20. (2) Ifa. Ixv. 25. (3) 1 Cor. vi. 


Chriſtians : © From this Abuſe” (ſpeaking of 
exuberant Stipends) © bath proceeded (ſays 


= Barclay in his Apology for 2uakeri/m, Pages 
338 and 339) that Luxury and Idlene/s, that 


© molt of theClergy live in, even among Protes 
* Rants as well as Papiſts, to the great Scan- 


5 dal of Chriſtianity: For, not having laws 


« fa] Trades, to work with their Hands; 
and being ſo ſuperfluouſly and ſumptu⸗ 
* ouſly provided for, they live in /dlne/sand 
Luxury: And there doth more Pride, Va- 
* nity and worldly Glory, appear in their 


% Wrves and Children, than in moſt others; 


© which is open and evident to all. They 
become hereby ſo glued to the Love of Me 
© ney, that there is none like them in Malice, 
« Rage and Cruelty, If they be denied their 
9 dis they rage like drunken Men, fret, 
“ fume, and, as it were, go mad. A Man 
© may ſooner ſatisfy the ſevereſt Creditor, 
“ than them; and the general Voice of the 
«© Poor doth confirm this: For indeed they 

are far more exact in taking the Tithes of 
“ Sheep, Geeſe, dine, and Eggs, &c. and 


< took more narrowly, to it, than to the 


„% Members of their Flock; they will not 
„ miſs the leaſt Mite, and the pooreſt Wi- 
© dow cannot eſcape their avaricious Hands. 
55 OV Lies they will hear unreproved, 

and as many Oaths a Man may ſwear in 


„ 


oy * their 


The friendly Cet. 1g. 


. Wi The friendly rer. 
„ their Hearing, without offending them; 
© and greater Evils than all theſe they can 
% overlook ; but, if thou oweſt them ought, 
«© and refuſeſt to pay it, then nothing 'but 
War will they thunder againſt thee, and 

they will ſtigmatize thee with the horrible 
“ Title of Sackilege, and ſend thee to Hell 
« without Mercy. But leaving this long 
Quotation, I eise 5 to the next Particular, 


which 1 is 
A fixth Thing, ; Hick may leſſen the Re- 


ſped due to Miniſters ; ' and that is, their 


uſing che Cenſures of the Church raſhly a- 
gainſt Delinquents; I mean, without pre- 
viouſly endeavouring to bring them to Sub- 
miſſion, by private Admonition, or friendly 
Expoſtulation: Rebuke, reprove, exhort with 
all lotig-fuffering and doctrine (1), is the Ad- 
vice of our Apoſtle: And the Great Au- 
thor of our Religion has preſcribed a moſt 
excellent Rule; one entirely correſponding 
to that meek and condeſcending Temper, 
which ſhone with moſt dazling Luſtre in e- 

very Circumſtance of his Life, Moreover (ſays 
he) if thy brother ſhall rrefpaſe againſt thee, 


go and tell him his fault between thee'and bim 


alone: if he ſhall hear thee, thou haſt gained 
thy brother. But if he will not hear thee, 
then take with thee « one or two Ry" that i in 

e 11411 A 4 . F SYN THI the 
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the mouth of two or three witneſſes every 
word may be eſtabliſhed. And if he ſhall ne- 
glect to hear them, tell it unto the church; 
but if he neglect to hear the church, let him 
be unto thee as a heathen man and. a publican 
(1). Here are no leſs than three ſeveral 
Steps to be taken in endeavouring to reclaim. 
an Offender ; Firſt, by a private and friend- 
ly Conference: If that does not anſwer, 
then, by a more open and formal Expoſtu- 
lation, in the Hearing of one or two Wit 
neſſes, that they may give both their Aſſiſ- 
tance and Evidence, if neceſſary. But if 
that ſhould alſo prove ineffectual, Recourſe 
muſt be had to the Authority and Diſci- 
fender does not ſubmit, then, and not till 
then, is he to be deprived of his Benefit 
and Privileges, or xonnted Hes, to 
ſhare of the Childrens Bread How un- 
warrantable then would it be for any Of- 
fice-bearer in the Church, with a view to 
expreſs ſome private Grudge, occaſioned by 
Female Clatter, to leap over the ordinary 
Forms of judicial Procedure, as well as the 
common Rules of Decency and Diſcretion, 
in order to procure Authority for letting fly 
the Ecclęſiaſtick Thunder-bolts of Excommuni- 
cable SC. againſt any Perſon whatever! 


This 


* 


; (a) Matth. xviil. 15, 16, 17, 


= The friendly FR 
This Method, inftead of bringing the Offen- 
der to a juſt Senſe of his Sin, will rather 
diſguſt and harden him. For common 
Experience hath taught, that more Good 
can 205 done by ſoft and gentle Means, than 
all the Force of Man will be able to effectu- 
ate. 

But, laftly, on this Head, What moſt of 
ll will bring Miniſters into Diſeſteem with 
their People is, if they give them juſt Ground 
to think, that they themſelves ſeem to have 
low and conteraptible Opinion of 


very 
their Office and Buſineſs. A great many of 
our modern Divines (there's too great Rea- 
fon to fafpe&t) look upon it as an intoler- 


able Taſk, to aſide from the World in- 
to their Cloſet (a), once or twice a Week, 


and chere exert themſelves. in the Art of 
Compotition, and at the fame Time call 


upan the Aſſiſtance of the unerring Spirit, 
ret: i 


(a) Let me particularly remind vol; that nothing 
will more aſſiſt or animate you in the Exerciſes of the 
Ipit, than, the Devotions of the Cloſet; provided 

ky: e are humble and liberal, ſimple. and exalted, ſeri- 
ous and fervent. In that Caſe they will be. What 
will they be? A rich, perennial Spring of Inſpiration. 
They will diffuſe through your publick Addreſſes, both 
to Gov and. to Man, a certain etherial Influence, that 
will be univerſally ſeen and felt. Oh! how different 
from the Conſtra int, the Formality, the Frigidity, the 
adneſs you have ſome times witneſſed. Mr. For- 
dyce's Sermon preached before the General Aſſembly; 


Mey 1760. p. 65 *© 
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for enabling them to throw together à fed 
Thoughts on any pertinent Subject, for the 
Entertainment, Inſtruction, and Edification 
of their Hearers, at the Times ſtated for 
publick Worſhip: No, they muſt have Re- 
courſe to the Labours and Productibhs of 
their Predeceſſors, who (happy for the pre- 
ſent Generation) made greater Conſcience 
of their Buſineſs than they. Certain Por- 
tions of theſe Productions are got by mere 
Rote (), and repeated in the Pulpit, by 
way of Lecture or Sermon, in the Time 
Manner a School-boy does his Leſſon, but 
with this diſhonourable Difference, that 
theſe borrowed Words and Sentiments are 
made to paſs for the Produce of the Preach- 


er's own Study and Imagination. And if 


any one ſhould be ſo daringly preſumptu- 
ous, as hint the contrary to them, in the 
mot private and friendly. Manner, ſuch In- 
timations would be . from the Pul- 
Pit, with the higheſt Virulence and Acri- 


1 mony 


(5) He who by Preaching hopes to raiſe a Name, 

To no ſmall Excellence directs his Aim. 

On every noted Preacher he muſt wait; 

The Voice, the Look, the Action imitate: 
And when complete in Stile and Eloquence, 
Muſt then crown all with Learning and good! Senſe. 
But ſome with lazy Pride diſgrace the Gown, 
And never preach one Sermon of their own; 
Tis eafier to tranſcribe than to compoſe, 


Ss all the Week they eat, and drink, and doe. 
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mony (c). This, I can't help obſerving, by 
the bye, would not only be making a very 
un xk Return for a Favour ſo well-in- 
tended, but would alſo be intermixing Mens 
Private Quarrels with the Ordinances of 
'GOD's Worſhip, which, one would be apt 
to think, comes too near the Sin of Nadab and 
Abibu, in putting ſtrange Fire in their Incenſe 
before. the LORD; their awful Puniſh- 
ment for which, we have recorded, Levit. 
X. 1, 2.— But, to go on; in ſpite of all that 
may be ſaid, in favour of the Practice of 
adopting other Mens Words, Phraſes, and 
Sentiments, and uſing them as our own, it 
is the moſt indolent Slavery imaginable. 
What languid Conſtraint and Formality, 
TE ; and ae (d ), muſt run 
through 


(c) If Bards to Pope indifferent Verſes ſhow, . 
He is too honeſt not to tell them ſo. 
This is obſcure, he cries, and this too rough, 
Theſe trifling, or ſuperfluous; ſtrike them off. 
How uſeful every Word from ſuch a Friend! 
But Parſons are too proud their works to mend, £ 
And every Fault with Arrogance defend : 
Think them too ſacred to be criticiz d, 
And rather chuſe to let them be deſpis d. 8 

Art of Preaching, p. 20, 21. 


(4) Tis not enough that what you ſay is true, 
To make us feel it, you mult feel it too. 
Show yourſelf warm'd, and that will Warmth impart 


When 


1 o every Hearer's ſympathizing Heart. 
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through the whole Delivery of the Product 
of this Literary Stealth (e)? For it is ſimply 
impoſſible a Man can deliver the Sentiments 
of another with the ſame Feeling, Energy, and 
Livelineſs, as his -owft Productions. It i is 
therefore, not only. hiding on another man's 
foundation (1) ( f that is, adopting his 

Plan, and obſerving his Method (which; 
when uſed with Propriety and Moderation; 
is, in this Age, where Inſpiration is in a 
great meaſure ceaſed, allowable); but it is 
ſhamefully boaſting of other mens labours, 

and what the Apoſtle calls, making uſe of 
another mant line, of things made poi, to 
G their 


When honeſt Fo/ter Virtue does enforce; 
All give Attention to the warm Diſcourſe : | 

But who a cold, dull, lifeleſs Drawling keeps; 

One half his Audience laughs, the other ſleeps. 
- Laſt mentioned Pamphlet, 

-m— The prophet that hath a dream, let him tell 2 
dream ; arid he that hath my wotd, let him ſpeak my 
word faithfully : what is the chaff to the wheat? faith 

the LorD. Is not my word like as a fire? faith the 
Lo RD: and like a hammer that breaketh the rock in 
pieces. Therefore behold, Iam againſt the prophets; 
_ faith the Loxp, that ſteal my words every one from 
his neighbour: Behold, I am againſtthe prophets, ſaith 
the L oA p, that uſe their tongues, and fay, He faith; 
Fer. i. 28, 20, 38, | 
(.) Rom. xv. 20. | 
) According to the grace of God which i is given 
unto me; as a wiſe maſter-builder I have laid the foun⸗ 
dation, and another buildeth thereon. But let every man 
| take * how he buildeth * 1 Cor. inn. 10 


ww 
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their hand (1). What then are the Conſe- 
quences of this Practice? Does it not give 


and ola. 0 


Ee 


the- moſt juſt Ground to call in queſtion 
the Abilities of thoſe Who are its Votaries ? 
For, ſurely, a Perſoñ of very common Abili- 
ties, could, by a li iligence and Applica- 


tion, get a Sermon or Ucourſe by Heart, and 
then repeat it. Dees not this Practice alſoevi- 


dently preclude theſe ſupernatural Aſſiſt- 
ances, which infinite Goodneſs and uner- 
ring Wiſdom have promiſed to all who aſk 
then in Sincerity and Truth? And is it not 
in effect placing all that Dependence in a te- 
nacious Memory, which ought to be put in 
GOD alone? without whoſe Bleſſing the 


moſt poliſhed Performances will be but as 


a founding braſs and a tmklins cymbal (2); 
neither reclaim the Sinner, or confirm the 


Saint. As was hinted before, it is allowed, 


that the moſt extraordinary Parts of Inſpi- 


ration, ſuch as Prophecies, Diverſity of 


Tongues, Cc. are now almoſt, if not alto- 
gether ceaſed; but ſurely, from this, it 


will never be inferred, that the Aeg 


and Unchangeable Spirit, who is the ſame 
Yeſterday, To-day, and for ever, has given 


over his Operations on the Hearts of Men, 


in enabling them 70 bring forth things ic d 
5 for leading and inſtructing 


Mankind 


69 ebd. 16. 00 1 Cor. Nil. 1. (3) Matth. 
xiii. 3 = Sato 5d - — 25 $8 x 
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Mankind in the Ways of Truth and Righ» 
 teouſneſs. For the Lips which were never 
opened in vain ſaid, Lo, I am with you al- 
way even to the end Wf of ts world (1) ; and. 
Iwill pray the FathbÞr, 1 55 ſhall give you 
another Comforter, that Wt may abide with 
you far ever,—which is the Holy Gboft, whom 
the Father will ſend in my Name, be ſhall 
teach you all things, and W all _—_ ta 
your remembrance (2). & . 
But theſe above mentidned are not the on- 

lv Evils ariſing from this Practice. One Ac 
of ſpiritual Indolence (if I may be allowed 

the — begets rt Preachers 
may not only enſlave themſelves to other Mens 
Words and Works, but they may alſo ren- 
der theſe, and even the real Fruit of their 
own Labours, and what is ſtill more dan- 
gerous, the moſt ſublime, affecting, and im- 
portant Parts of Religion, flat, pithleſs, and 

inſipid, by conſtantly dwelling upon a few 

ſelect Sermons, a very contracted Syſtem of 

Divinity indeed ! which probably performs 
its Revolutions at leaſt four Times in the 
Tear. It js true, there is a proverbial Say- 
ing to this Purpoſe : A good Tale us no wore 
of being twice told. Twice, nay- thrice tel- 
ling would be tolerable; but the human 
Mind is like the Stomach, as a conſtant 
: Repetition 
(1) Match. xXXVili. 20. (2) Joby 2 xiv. 16, 26. 
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Repetition of the ſame Meats, dreſſed and 
ſerved up always in the ſame Manner (or 

which have undergone no eſſential Altera- 

tion). be they eyerglo choice or delicate, will 

at length diſguſt the one” ſo the frequent Ex- 
hibition of one conłinued Set of intellectual 

Food muſt becorffe,offenfive and irkſome to 

the other; andat is humbly apprehended 

there are no Exceptions from this Rule, but 

the holy Scriptures themſelves, which are 

indeed, to thoſe who have a juſt Reliſh for 

"them, an Evergreen, a never-fading Source 

of reproof, correction, and inſtruction in righ- 

teouſneſs (1). But Miniſters may carry In- 
dolence to a ſtill more ſurpriſing Height, by „ 

having Recourſe to a very curious Kind of 
Deception, when by the too frequent Uſage 

of their narrow and borrowed Syſtem of 

Knowledge, the Extent of their Preaching- 

fund runs the Risk of being totally diſco- 

vered. Surely the Reader can't be at a loſs 

to find out the Device I am pointing at ; 

but leſt he ſhould, he'll pleaſe know that it 

may be practiſed for ſome ſhort Time with | 
tolerable Succeſs, by only changing a Text, 
altering the Introduction, and tranſpoſing 
the Paragraphs of an old and long-hackney- 
ed Diſcourſe, ſo as to make it aſſume quite 
a new Appearance, But alas! alas! this Ar- 

| tifice 


: (1) 2 Tim. iti, 16. 


ment, the outward Ga 
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tifice will not hold out long; it muft ſoon, 
be perceived, by every Perſon of the ſmal- 
leſt Diſcernment, except thoſe who reſigg 
that Faculty into the Arms of Sleep, that, 
inſtead of any freſh or _eWant Entertain- 
ſhments of the Diſh 
are only a little varied; or, to quit the Al- 
legory, the principal Parts of a Sermon as 
repeated, which by long and hard Servi 
had ere that Time, in the Opinion of 
Publick, been wore er ſouthat a a 
mangled Performance of this Kind, in place 
of anſwering the ſalutary Purpoſes for which 
publick Diſcourſes were at firſt intended, 
muſt have as little Virtue to edify or im- 
prove the Mind, as twice ſodden Coleworts 
have to ſtrengthen or recruit the Body. Mi- 
niſters therefore ſhould diſdain ſuch low and 
mean Artifices, and follow the Direction 
our Apoſtle preſcribes in another Caſe, For- 
get the things that are behind, not ſatisfy 
themſelves with the Aids and Attainments 
they are already poſſeſſed of, but preſs for- 
ward to things that are before (1); aſpire 
every Day to higher and higher Advances 
in Knowledge and Grace, that they may 
be able to communicate the one, and com- 
mend the other to all around them. To 

this Purpoſe the ſame Apoſtle, in his Charge 


to 


— — — . ——— r—__— ee 
= * * 
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to Timothy, ſays, Neglect not the 81 * that ts 

in thee. Meditate upon theſe things, (i. e. up- 
on the various Parts of thy Duty and Bufi- 

neſs) and give hyjelf wholly to them, that 


j 
} 


_ #hy profiting, (We. thy Improvement) may 
epptar to all (2 ). Thus Miniſters, inſtead of 
conſidering their Wagk and Bufineſs as a 
Piece of my. RA wilFeſteem it their great- 
5 Glorysgand higheſt Honour to“ ſpend, 
* fpent” in their Maſter's Service. 
Thus I have endeavonred to point out 
ſome Particulars, which, if obſerved in the 
Conduct of a Miniſter, may have too great 
an Influence with his Hearers and others, in 
cauſing them deſpiſe him, or, according to 
the ſofter Meaning of the Text, make him 
lightly eſteemed. 
Ino come to the ſecond Thing propoſed 
in the Method, which is, to hint at ſome 
of the Evils ariſing from duch a Conduct in 
Miniſters. 
Indeed, confidering wine has been re- 
dy faid on the firſt Head, joined to the com- 
mon Obſervation and Eu perience of Man- 
ind, with regard to chelt Evils, it will be 
needlefs to inſiſt much on them here; they 
are already but too obvious. However, in 
tlie firft place, this much may be ſaid in ge- 
-neral, if it is true that the Chriſtian Reli- 


02) 1 Tim. iv. 14, 15. 
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gion has been more injured by the evil Con- 
verſation of many of its Profeſſors than from 
all the Malice of its avowed Enemies; ih 2 
may be juſtly added, that the Injury has - {| 
been greatly heightened h e inconſiſtent 

Conduct of its Teachers: For, more parti- 
( cularly, in the /econd place, the unwary, diſs 
bbliging and offenſive Behaviour of Mini- 
ſters muſt have a Tendency the moſt de- 
ſtructive to the Intereſts of tat Religion 
they preach, becauſe thereby the Truth and 
Reality of its Doctrine and Precepts are 
liable to be called in queſtion: In a word, 
the wavering:and unſettled are in hazard of 
being drove back to the Paths of Sin and 
J. Polly, che wicked and unbelieving confirms 
ed in their: Unrighteouſneſs, or, to ſpeak in 
the Words of Inſpiration, the enemies of the 
cre/s of Chrift. we tale ocoaſron to blaſpheme 
(1); and, to crown all, ſerious and well dif- 
-poſed Minds will be grieved and offended. 
-How truly lamentable is it that the ſtrange 
Inconſiſtencies obſervable in the Carriage 
4 of ſome Miniſters ſhould juſtify the World 
in putting the following Saying, in their 
Mouths 1 Don't do as we do, but as we 
bid you;“ that is, However little Correſ- 
pondence there may be between our 
55 % Morde: as Minyfters, and our HTN a9 * 
D uin 
$3 {01 4: . xii. 14. and Philip. Us The 
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et the firſt be ſtrictly obſerved, but the 
| * laſt entirely overlook d.“ This is exactly 


hat our Saviour ſo juſtly condemned the 
Office-bearers in the Fewwi/h Church for, 


The ſcribes and 5225 iſees, (ſays he,) fit in Mo- 


es ſeat, all therefore whatſoever they bid you 
obſerve, that obſerve and do, but do. not ye 
after their works: forlhey ſay and do not. 
For they bind heavy burdens and grievous to 
b born, and lay them on mens ſhoulders (grie- 
vous indeed if to be judged of from their 
Example) for they Alen ues will not move 
the meunth one of their fingers (1). But hold! 
is it poſſible that there are any Chriſtian 


| Teaches, who act in ſuch a ben eee 


nay, in ſuch a perfidious Manner? Alas! 
with what Certainty can common Expe- 
rience anſwer in the Affirmative? If Mini- 
ſters therefore would act worthy of the 
Character they bear, if they have the final- 
leſt Regard for their own Honour and Re- 


putation, and the ſpiritual Benefit and Ad- 


vantage of the * over whom they are 
ſet, their Profeſhon and Practice ſhould cor- 
reſpond, and their Words and Actions har- 


monize G00 For it is a well known Maxim, 


„ *: tos ter 
a) Matth. xi. 2, 5 4 5 
() Your facred Function often call to Mind, 
And think how great the T ruſt, to teach Man- 
Kio? „5 | £ 
2 55 Tie 


# 
; 4 
* 


that Example goes befoxe 
one is to the other what 
Body; it gives it Life an 


are ſtiled, in the Commi 
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e Soul is to the 
VI gour, and 
pleaſantly ſpurs it on to a” Miniſters 

1{hon' they received 
from their Maſter, Ihe ſalt , the earth, but 
F the ſalt have loft its ſavour, wherewith can 
it be ſalted (1)? Doth a fountain ſend forth at 
the ſameè place ſweet water and bitter? Can 


_ the fig-tree bear olive-berries? either a vine, 
figs ? ſo can no fountain yield ſalt water and 


freſh. Who is a wiſe man among ft you? let 
him ſhew out of a good converſation his works 


with meekneſs of wiſdom. But i you have 
bitter enuying and ftrife in your hearts, glory 
- not, and lie not againſt the truth. This wiſdom 
\ deſcendeth not from above, but is earthly, ſen- 
 fual, and devil. /b ; forwhere enuying and ſtrife 


ic, there is confuſion and every evil work ; 


hut the fruit of righteouſneſs is JO in peace 


10 them that love peace (2). 


Ws 


Dat: re 


*Tis yours in uſeful Sermons to explain, 
Both what we owe to God, and what to Man. 
Yours every ſocial Virtue to improve, 
Juſtice, Forbearance, Charity and Love ; 
Yours too the private Virtues to augment, 
Of Prudence, Temperance, Modeſty, Content: 
When ſuch the Man, how amiable the Prieſt ! 
Of all Mankind the worthieſt and the beſt, 
. of preaching, P- 15. 


(.) Matth. v. 13. (2) James 111. 11, 12, 13, 14, 
15, 16, 18. 


e Precept. "This: 
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'. Having thus endeavoured to diſcuſs the 
ſecond Head, Biz. to hint at ſome of the 
Evils ariſing 
Miniſters, Flggen to the third and laſt 
Thing propoſer d, namely, to conclude with 
2 mw Exhor tation, 
To Miniſters, aid 

2 3 To the People. 

And as there has Goes already a good deal 
faid by way of Advice, as I went along 
the Particulars of the firſt Head, this Part 
| of the Subject ſhall be very ſhort. N 
As to the firſt Branch then, and particu- 
larly, with reſpect to theſe Miniſters who 
have given their Hearers Cauſe of Offence, | 

from any of the Particulars before mention- 
ed, need I uſe many Words in earneſtly 
exhorting you, without. Delay, to remove 
the Cauſe, as far as in your Power, that the 
Effect may ceaſe, and to endeavour a Re- 
2 ? ſurely no. If you, Gentle- 
men, will but allow yourſelves coolly and 
ſeriouſly to reflect how much is at ſtake, 
your own inward Peace and Tranquillity 
(for I can't allow myſelf to ſuppoſe the Caſe 
is ſo deſperate as that you are paſt feeling); 
the Intereſt and Advancement of Religion, 
the Adyantage of immortal Souls, and, 


from the unwary Conduct of 


. what ought to have the moſt powerful In- 2; 


| fluence ON you, the Hnal e Ae of 
| — your 


The 7 bed. 29 
your great Lord and Maſter, Well done, good 
and faithful ſervants (1), y will not ſurely 
heſitate a Moment in tryingigg your Part, 

the bond of 


to reſtore the Spirit of uni 


e (2) ; for let me hereWoully ask vou, 
Vhat are all your blick Labours and Diſ⸗ 0 


| courſes to be! compared to, although deli- 
vered with all the Graces of Oratory, the 
Beauties of Eloquence, and the Power of 
-Rhetorick, nay, even with the Tongue of 
an Angel (3), if you yourſelves are not liv- 
ing and ſpeaking Examples of the Precepts 
you teach afid the Doctrines you inculcate ? 
Shall I - anſwer my 6wn Dame or are 
„you before hand with me:? in acknowledg- 
ing chat they are like an Arrow piercing the 
- yielding: Air, but which leaves no Traces 
- behind it. It is your Buſineſs then, firſt to 
- wade through the Difficulties that attend 
Religion, by taling heed unto younſelves and 
to our Doctrine (4), putting away all bit- 
- terneſs, anger, and clamonr,' and evil-ſpeak- 
> - ing, with all malice (5) ; not diſcovering a- 
2 inordinate Defire for worldly Advan- 
tage, and much leſs of ſacrificing Peace 
: and Harmony for every triffing Confidera- 
tion, but feeding the flock of God which'as 
"x Wong You, taking. the over. ht thereof, nat by _ 
I conſtraint, 


05 Matth. xxv. 21. (2) 25 iv. 3. (3) 1 Cor. 
Xii. 1. (4) 1 Tim. iv. 16, (5) Eph. iv. 317. ) | 


' 
| 
| 
| 
| 
[ 
| 
5 
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N= re but willingly, not for flthy lucre, b but 


i). At the ſame time, /peak- 
according to the guft and 
bath ſeverally grven you ; 


Ground of Comfort chat you have Gone 
. Mer 

Now ſhall I, in the RAP place; ater my 
poor Advice to theſe Miniſters who have 


never given their People any Ground to e- 


ſteem them lightly? All T ſhall ſay to them 
is, By every lawful and poſſible Method 


ſtrive to ſtrengthen; ſettle, and confirm the 
mutual Love and Reſpect between you and 


vour People. Nothing can have a more be- 


neficial Tendency: We naturally copy af- 
ter the Pattern we love; and if your Peo- 
ple, or any of them, through the Infirmi- 


ty of the Fleſh, and the Failings we are all 
in ſome Meaſure liable to, ſhould at any 
ITime behave ſo as to weaken or diſturb this 


Love and Harmony, you, for your Conſo- « 


lation, can take up the ſolemn Appeal of 


| anvilitoourite Apoſtle, Wherefore I take you 
0 record this day, that I am free from the 


n 1 all men; for have not ſhunned to 


7 declare 


050 I Pet, v. 2. 0 ib. iv. II. 


| 1 21088 ngs may be glorified,” through 
" Fefus Chrift: (2); and then if your People 
will not follow you, you have this great 


= 


— 


3 „ 
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; your Miniſters, beſeech you, on every pro- 


* 


The be friendly e "I I 
a ys . 1 of God, . 1 


Caſe to cee 0 n 45 Mere. 
your loving an eſteeming 


per Occaſion, to ſhow the ſtrongeſt Deſire, 


” ir fourual Enmity and Jealouſies ſhould 


be done away. Upon a ſtrict and impar- 
tial Examination, you'll probably find, that 
Parts of your own Behaviour towards 
your Miniſters have contributed not a little 
to eſtabliſh theſe Heart-burnings ; if ſo, 


you are bound in Juſtice to be firſt in ad- 


knowledging your Fault: But whatever 
may be in that, whether the Ground of 
Offence has come from the one Side or the 


other, it is yoỹ indiſpenfible Duty, and 


may, in the Event, prove your inexpreſſible 


Advantage, to ſolicit a Reconciliation. Do 
not ſtand upon Punctilios, which common- 


12 ly flow from Pride. If your Miniſters will 


not meet you half- way in the Road to Re- 
concilement, advance forward, „ and:ſhow 


them, although you do not bear their acred 


Name, you have the Chriſtian Practice. If 
all ſhall prove ineffectual, inſtead of re- 


ſenting che Diſappointment with Wrath 
and 


1 Derr 
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FE. ab: 2dly and. th, With nat the 
* Jn who are bleſt with : Miniſters of an 


to put a juſt Value see your Blefling 


that they are Men of like Paſhons with * 


chem, Charity covereth a multitude of ſms (2), 


£4 560% Theſf. x "y 13. den yet. bs, 1 17 a1 ee 
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